
School Survey on Crime and Safety (SSOCS) 


Overview 

The School Survey on Crime and Safety (SSOCS) is a nationally representative survey of 
elementary, middle, and high school principals that serves as the primary source of school-level 
data on crime and safety in public schools. Managed by the National Center for Education 
Statistics (NCES), SSOCS is the only recurring federal survey collecting detailed information on 
the incidence, frequency, seriousness, and nature of violence affecting students and school 
personnel from the school's perspective. Topics covered by SSOCS include school programs and 
practices, parent and community involvement, school security staff, staff training, mental health 
services, limitations on crime prevention, the type and frequency of crime and violence, and the 
types of disciplinary problems and actions used in schools. SSOCS is administered on a biennial 
basis in the spring of even-numbered years and has been conducted five times — covering the 
1999-2000, 2003-04, 2005-06, 2007-08, and 2009-10 school years. An updated SSOCS 
questionnaire is being developed for administration in the spring of the 2015-16 school year. 


Cognitive Interviews 

What are cognitive interviews? 

NCES has contracted the American Institutes for Research (AIR) to conduct cognitive testing of 
items for the 2015-16 SSOCS questionnaire during the winter of 2014-15. Participants will be 
asked to think aloud as they read sample questions to uncover comprehension issues and to 
measure overall understanding of the content surveyed. These interviews will help NCES 
improve the clarity of the survey items so that others will better understand them. The interview 
and discussion will take approximately 90 minutes and will be recorded; interviews are strictly 
for research purposes. 

Who should participate in these interviews? 

Participants will include public school principals at the elementary, middle, and high school 
levels (or other school personnel who are most knowledgeable about school crime and policies to 
provide a safe environment). Participants must have at least one full year of experience at their 
school in order to be eligible to participate in this study. 

Where will interviews be conducted? 

Interviews can be scheduled remotely by videoconference at your convenience. If you prefer, we 
can also schedule an in-person interview at your school in the Washington DC, Chicago, and 
Boston areas. 

Incentives 

If selected to participate, you will receive either a $25 gift card for your participation in a remote 
interview or a $40 gift card for your participation in an in-person interview as a thank you for 
your time and effort. 
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